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Dinah Coops Naturally IVioder
Afrer owenty years as an art director, designer and creative director, Dinah ( o0ps
arted her Seactle, Washington based business in 2007 to create a collection of
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products thar combine modern design sensibility and sustainahi

useful home

researching sustainable materials and practices and fairly early on ran 1CTN

PaperStone 1 wonderful produce made in the Pacific Northwest out of recy, led

1-free resin used predominantly for couni tops, she said

paper and petre

“PaperStone becam the outlet for my first products, which were a series of si

k

screened coasters and tablemats

For Coaps, a primary challenge is that the ULS. economy still does not easily

\Illl[lu[] a [HI\IHL“ tEVIng [o ||_ \||\|.II|I.I|I|-. | Ir lllllz_ Im I!l'|||\ [hat are toxin tree |
fabric made in the U.S. is dithcult,” Coops said. "Even when | do find sustainable
materials, they are often extremely high-priced. My designs are well received, but
being committed to sustainability consumes a great deal of my time and resulis in

higher-priced products. It would be far easier and cheaper to just manufacture in

Lin.'n.|np||3;; nations like so many do

Coops started our by selling directly to local retailers, which built a solid local base

in Seattle and the Northwest. She said, “I've also participated in local design s
We have an excellent modern craft venue in Seattle called Urban Craft 1 prising
which supports local artists and is a great place to both sell and gain direct feedbach
from customers. ['ve also promoted my product through submissions to different
media such as magazines and design blogs. This year, I parric pated in the New York
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Internarional ( iift Fair in order to reach retailers outside the Northwest more directly

Giacini Atelier
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an Diego, California-based designer Juliana de Freiras-I yraper started Giacini
Atelier in 2007 shortly after her grandmather, Catherine Giacini, passed away. “She
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designed gowns in New York in the 19205 and her impeccable raste was contagious
de }'r('”'“'“”P” said. “I have been surtounded by fabric my whole life, sewing with

my gran
grandmother and in larer years de signing textiles for American and European

markets, Whe n
en | looked ar the types of fabric bags in the marker, [ noticed they were

either 1 shem o
er too bohemian in sry e or always had leather trim. A few of the many things

thar make Sranit [ |
¢s us different from other labels are that we manufacrure exclusively In the
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Ight: "My goal is wall desigr

3, functional. evervda s il la: non-tox
long-lasting and loc nal, everyday products that are also sustainable: non

alhvenre "
y'produced™ said designer Dinah Coops. “My first products were a series ¢

silk-screened coastars and tablomats S
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and simple consideration 1ce then, |'ve developed extensions based on e

s of relatad pro ; I
f related produet An gasy Bxtension was napkins. Anather wi
5 out of my PaperStone SCF
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¥ collection.” Charlotia Westlay, phot
stley, photo
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Within a short period, they became a popular part

styling; Dinah Coops Design (Saattle




